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Colours Unknown 
 
This is a piece of travel writing that elicits acts of recovery rather than discovery, 
accounts of forgetting as well as remembering and tales of wonder rather than 
expectance. The narrative, which employs creative writing rather than journalistic, is 
set in the mountains of Chiang Mai, ‘on an ordinary day spent wandering’. In 
imagining a conception of wandering that is both literal (by physical movement) and 
metaphorical (via the obscure bends and turns of the mind), the work focuses 
simultaneously on the complexities of the narrator’s external and internal narratives. 
The tensions engendered in this discursive relationship give rise to power struggles 
between foreign and familiar, self and other, and more specifically, between Thai and 
farang.  
Colours Unknown was originally published online by Bradt Travel Guides in July, 
2009. On February 7
th
, 2010, it was published nationally in the Sunday Telegraph, the 
Sunday Mail Brisbane, the Sunday Mail Adelaide, the Sunday Tasmanian and the 
Sunday Herald Sun. The piece won the unpublished section of the 2009 Independent 
on Sunday and Bradt Travel Guides Travel Writing Competition - an international 
writing prize based in London. 
 
 
 
